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On 25 October the European 
Parliament passed a resolution 
on the revision of the public 
procurement directives, calling for 
clear and simplified rules to facilitate 
sustainable public procurement. 

The resolution calls for limiting the 
use of the lowest price criterion, 
developing a common (voluntary) 
method for life-cycle costing 
and confirming that production 
processes can be specified, as a way 
of improving the environmental 
and social impact of contracts.

More information...

How were the targets included in the NAP 
identified?

 In developing the targets, Malta was guided by 
an assumption that GPP is a powerful tool for 
achieving economic and environmental aims. 
The targets for key product groups were based 
on four main criteria: financial impact, number of 
contracts, market readiness and environmental 
impact. Malta also took into account the views 
of regulators and potential suppliers for each 
product group. 

Malta will screen all tenders published for 
compliance with GPP criteria. Does this require 
any new structures, costs or expertise?

New edition of Buying Green! Handbook published
Many public 
authorities see the 
benefits of GPP – 
but implementing 
it requires some 
knowledge.  

The new edition of 
the Buying Green! 
Handbook published 
by the European 

Commission offers detailed guidance on how 
GPP can be practised within the EU legal 
framework. 

The Handbook is aimed at public sector 
procurers, but is also a useful reference for 
policy makers and businesses responding to 
green tenders. The new edition includes:

New GPP National Action Plan for Malta  
Malta sought to avoid the creation of new 
administrative structures and processes. 
Structurally, the only new function being created 
is that of a central GPP officer, currently in the 
process of being recruited. One of the NAP’s 
strategic objectives is to integrate the environment 
within mainstream public procurement processes 
through having a simple 1-page “GPP Checklist”, 
which all contracting authorities must complete 
prior to the publication of a tender.

Can you describe the approach taken to 
monitoring?

 Quantitative indicators will be used to assess the 
uptake and progress of GPP, by comparing the 
level of GPP (expressed in numbers and values of 
green tendering procedures) with the overall level 
of public procurement.In addition, qualitative 
indicators will allow the monitoring of the overall 
progress of the measures identified in the NAP.

Access the full interview here and Malta’s NAP 
here.

Zoom in on…European 
Parliament resolution 

• The current policy framework for GPP  

• Updated guidance on how environmental 
considerations can be included at each 
stage of the procurement process 

• Examples drawn from across the EU 
Member States, showing how public 
authorities are greening their contracts

A short summary of the Buying Green 
Handbook, giving a quick overview on GPP 
has also just been published. This document 
is aimed at policy-makers and public sector 
managers, offering an introduction to GPP 
and outlining the benefits. This summary is 
being translated into all EU languages.

Both documents can be downloaded here.

Interview with Sergei Golovkin, 
Office of the Prime Minister, Malta 
Malta has launched its new 
National Action Plan (NAP) for GPP, 
covering 2011-2013 and setting 
targets for 18 product and service 
groups.

Zoom in on…Life-cycle costs 
– win a free energy audit!

The Topten Project and ICLEI - Local 
Governments for Sustainability 
are offering a free energy audit 
to a public authority which can 
describe its experiences in life-
cycle costing (LCC) in procurement. 

To enter the competition, public 
authorities are asked to describe 
their experience with LCC, 
how they would promote it to 
other authorities and how they 
would apply the prize in their 
organisation. Deadline for entries: 
25 November 2011.

More information...
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2011-0454+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue 16_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://www.procuraplus.org/fileadmin/template/projects/procuraplus/files/tenders___NAP/GPP_National_Action_Plan.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/buying_handbook_en.htm
http://lcc.sustainable-procurement.org/
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In 2010 the French Ministry of Defence saw an 
opportunity to increase the consideration given 
to sustainable development in its procurement. As 
the body responsible for clothing some 240,000 
members of the French defence forces, the Ministry is 
a major purchaser of textiles.

It decided to run a pilot procurement aimed at 
improving the environmental and social performance 
of its clothing suppliers. The use of organic cotton and 

restriction of hazardous substances was addressed in the specification, while 20 percent 
of the marks at award stage were available based on the supplier’s environmental 
performance.

The results of the procurement were that both environmental and social considerations 
could be addressed, however some additional steps are needed to pull the market in 
this direction.

Download the GPP example here.

GPP examples

Zoom in on... Clean Vehicles 
Directive workshop

Centralised procurement of green office supplies (Hungary)

Sustainable uniforms for the French Navy (France)

Hungary’s Public Procurement and Supply Directorate 
General is responsible for setting up frameworks used 
by approximately 1,000 public authorities. In addition to 
monetary savings, these frameworks have increasingly 
been seen as an opportunity to introduce green criteria 
for a range of products and services. 

Between 2010 and 2011, 12 centralised public 
procurement procedures were conducted where 

green criteria were applied. The total value of these contracts, which relate to information 
technology, office supplies, paper products, vehicles and fuel, is HUF 87.6 billion (€286.9 
million). The number and value of green products and services purchased within the 
centralised public procurement system have steadily increased.

The Directorate continuously monitors the performance of the framework, and is developing 
criteria based on its experiences. This includes monitoring the proportion of green products 
in the total purchases, in order to set higher targets for the next procedure.

Download the GPP example here. 

A workshop will take place 
in Brussels on 6 December to 
discuss the implementation 
status of the Clean Vehicles 
Directive (2009/33/EC). 

The Directive makes it mandatory 
for public authorities to take 
energy consumption and 
emissions into account when 
purchasing road transport 
vehicles. The workshop will allow 
for some initial examples of best 
practice to be shared and for 
the exchange of new ideas and 
insights. 

More information...

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@biois.com
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

New guidelines have been 
adopted by the Spanish GPP 
Interministerial Commission after 
a favorable report from the Public 
Procurement Advisory Board. The 
guidelines provide advice on GPP 
at all procurement stages, from 
the definition of needs to contract 
management and monitoring.   

The guidelines, developed by 
Ecoinstitut Barcelona, cover 
the following product groups: 
maintenance and small works, 
paper and publications and cleaning 
services. 

More information... (In Spanish)

Zoom in on… Spain adopts 
GPP guidelines
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue16_Case_Study38_France_uniforms.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue16_Case_Study37_Hungary_supplies.pdf
http://www.clean-vehicle.eu/
mailto:gpp%40biois.com?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://www.marm.es/es/ministerio/planes-y-estrategias/plan-de-contratacion-publica-verde/default.aspx

